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EL LLANERO Y EL HATO VENEZOLANO: APORTES 
BIBLIOGRAFICOS; 


By RICHARD ATTA and ARTURO ALVAREZ D'ARMAS** 


HISTORIOGRAPHY OF THE LLANOS 


Avery’ sea f grass and shy san scourged and hostile to munkind The rivers, full of 
elcarkc eos and e bes. thse se ames of fish. mone terrible than even 

The sun pours denen dr alien Dre Kc ai monito v the 
avs up, fering ihe cartke to sere leas anas one the pier 
pe das d the thick weris Theni came [ss monas vf] rains. and 


the dry calcined! plaire arc turned iur 3 mad boke: 


The foreboding, fascinating Manos of Venezuela hold an important position 
in the nations history — site of the colonial livestock industry. bartleground of 
the independence and then civil wars. and birthplace of numerous prominent 
caudillos. such ay José Antonio Páez and the Monagas clan. surprisingl given 
its significarce. the anos and its inhabitants remain enigmas in Venezuelan 
historiography, No substantia] studies vet exist of the horsemen of the great 
tropical plains. of its cattle ranches or hatos, or of the region s geopolitical and 
economic development 

A few ccntempocary scholars are adding important pieces to the Hlanos 
puzzle. José Antonio de Armas Chitty poet. scholar. llanero, and head of the 
Academia Nacional de Historia in Venezuela, has writen a number of useful 
histories of Hanes towns and states. Miguel Izard. of the Universidad de Bar- 
celona. continues 10 flesh out the Heero, drawing upon important arch 
sources, Robert P Matthews has written an extraordinarily well researched 

dissertation published ork in a Spanish edition. For the llanos of neighboring, 
Colombia, jane M. Rausch (neé Lov), adds needed historical and geograph 
perspectives. 

These works add to pioneering efforts on the region by Victor Manuel 
Ovalles and Fernando Calzadilla Valdés. Anexher well known book, El llanero, 
written by Rafael Bolivar Coronado under the pseudonym of Daniel Mendoza, 
is highly suspect as a source. The prolific Bolivar Coronado used dozens of 
pseudonyms to publish in a number of different countries. His work on the 
llanero is part solid history but also part myth and literary fiction. The authe 
fertile imagination and questionable publishing ethics made it difficult to cite 


the 5ook with confidence- 


"The senior author thanks the Tinker Foundation. Inc. whose financial support made this 
research posible This iblxgrapir: forms part of a major comparatise: tude supported hy the: 
Tinker Foundation on horsemen vé North and Seah America 
North Car dina Sta Universi amd [blica Nac. Caras 

"Robert B. Cunninghume Gratum. The Plans of Venezuela. in Rodeo. cl A E Tschifiely 
Garden Civ Duubleda: Doran amd Go 19301. p +0. 
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Beyond these few studies, travelers’ descriptions, memoirs and other histor- 
ical works on Venezuela add fragments 10 the llanos mosaic. The portraits of 
the region given by Alexander von Humboldt, Agustin Codazzi. and Ramón 
Páez (son of the caudillo José Antonio) often form the basis for interpreting 
the Venezuelan plains and people. Unlike the Argentine pampas and the Amer- 
ican West, the llanos have simply not generated a substantial body of scholar- 
ship. This renders literary works, such as the magnificent Dona Barbara by 
Rómulo Gallegos, even more important as sources. The fixation of Venezuelan 
on Bolivar, what Germán Carrera Damas has termed the “cult of 
has left many pressing topics, including the llanos, largely ignored. 


THE VENEZUELAN LLAVERO 


If the llanero has been ignored by latter day scholars, his colorful life 
attracted much descriptive commentary during the colonial era and nineteenth 
ir Robert Ker Porter, who represented the Queen's interests in early 
republican Venezuela, recorded his impressions of the great caudillo Páez in 
1834. "The General was dressed quite in his lanero costume; a Jow-crowned 
broad brimmed straw hat, white calzoncillos (a sort of linen short trouser), 
black, unpolished long leather garters lacing up the sides, shoes, with spurs, 
and over his person a white linen. . . cobija, ornamented round the edges and 
corners with needle work. A scarlet, broad belt embroidered with golden oak 
leaves crossed his shoulder, from whence hung his trusty sword: 

Of course the dress of the common llanero peon or soldier of the time 
would Jack such rich embellishments. Most rode about half-naked and bare- 
foot. Another portrait, penned by Robert Bontine Cunninghame Graham, cap- 
tures the typical plains horseman: 

Beef is the staple, almost the only food of the llanero: his ordinary drink is the 
muddy water of the neighboring stream or the Lagoon. His luxuries. coffee, and the 
rough brown sugar full of he. known as panela: his bed a hammock, that he carried 
rolled up, behind his saddle: his pride, his horse, tbe companion of his dangers and. 
his toil, sober and hardy as himself * 


Following a visit to the lanos in 1925, Graham penned another description 
that might well have been written a century earlier. "His well-greased lazo 
rady coiled in front of his right knee, bis brown, bare toes sticking out through 
his alpargatas, clutching the light Hanero stirrup... He sits so loosely in the 
saddle that one would think if his horse shied it must unseat him." 

Except when he turned his lance to warfare, the llanero, like the gancho of 
the Río de la Plata, was engaged in hunting and killing wikl canle for their 


“Robert Ker Rortes, sir Robert Ker Porter's Caracas Diary, 1825-1842-2 Brits Diplomat in a. 
Newborn Nation, ed. Waher Dupuoy (Caracas: Duspuox: 1966), p. 568. 

Robert B. Cunninghame Graham, Jasé Antonio Páez (London: Heinemann. 1929), p. 18, 

"Graham, “The Plains of Venezuela” p. 50. 
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Mexican raquero, he “tailed” (colear) wild bulls to 
ne great sport for the Manero, but, 
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hides and grease. Like the 
bring them down, The colead also be 
as Porter reflected. "the plav is dangerous and often both horse and man get 


gored to death” The British diplomat wuched Páez in fate: 1827 tail a bull and 
daring jump on its back. Unfortunately for the caudillo, the bull “took revenge 
with his horns in the fleshy part of the Chiefs person.” and Páez was unable 


to ride for some time.* 

Unlike the pampas to the scuth, where ranching methods modernized 
greah the llanos remained largely unimproved du «the nineteenth century 
Horses and cattle remained halfwild, and the work routine of the Aio lirtke 


changed. Wars despoiled the ranching industry and placed Maneras at the call 
of militar: commanders Bunditry and frontier violence persisted as the Manos 
resisted centralizing, “civilizing” pressures from Caracas. Karl Sachs, a German 
physician who traveled the llanos in the 1570s, found traditional foods being. 

asado of beef spitted over an open fire 


esten. With live cattle available. an 
formed the main course. Otherwise dried beef served as d substitute. The 


ubiquitous arepa (corcake!. coffee. and a few tropical fruits and vegetables 


rounded out the repast 

In shon, the /anero life retained strong traditional elements over long pe- 
riods of time. Llaneros suil sing old work songs during milking and herding, 
Folkloric sources, such as songs and poems, provide additional material on the 
life and values of the plamsmen of Venezuelan. Like other marginalized, illit- 
erate frontier groups, llaneros await the patient archival searching necessary 
10 uncover the texture and meaning of their history of the bato and the anero 


of Venezuela. 


EL HATO VENEZOLANO 


La palabra “hato” proviene de España, pasa a América de donde se expande 
a Cuba, Puerto Rico, Colombia, Republica Dominicana, Panamá, Nicaragua y 
Venezuela: siempre, con el significido de sirio donde hay exploración ganadera. 

En Venezuela el “hato” quedó arraigado a ki zona de Jos llanos (Guárico. 
Fai Portuguesa, Apure, Barinas, Anzoátegui v Monagas) y el Estado 

ivar. 

Ante todo debemos primero conocer qué es un hato porque no es lo mismo 
"hato;" hacienda, fundo. conuco, finca, etc. 

Si revisamos la Ley de llanos del Estado Guárico, sancionada por la Asamblea 
Legislativa de esa juridicción política el 4 de febrero de 1942, encontramos 
que su artículo 122 dice” 


Porter. Caracas Diary, 
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+ Las posesiones de los criadores se dividen en “hatos” y “fundaciones” Las 
primeras son aquellas en donde se hierran doscientos a más becerros al año; 
y las segundas, las que no llegen a estas cantidades, encuéntrense 0 no en 
terrenos propios unos y otros. También existen otras leves de llanos (Apure 5 
de marzo de 1956 y Bolivar 1 de julio de 1954) 

Pero el “hato” no es solamente el sitio donde viven grandes cantidades de 
ganado en libertad. En él perviven muchos aspectos de la cultura popular 
tradicional como la culinaria, el canto, la versificación, la música. el vestuario, 
las formas de trabajo, la cosmología, etc. La palabra “hato” la encontramos en 
la toponimia llanera y en particular la del Guárico. donde señalaremos segui- 
damente algunos nombres? 

* Hato El Accte. Hato situado en el municipio Valle de La Pascua. 

* Hato Achaguas. Hato situado en el municipio Tacupido- 

* Hato Agua Blanca. Hato situado en el Municipio de las Mercedes 

* Hato Hogiza. Hato situado en el Municipio Valle de la Pascua. 

+ Hato Viejo. Centro Poblado situado en el Municipio El Calvario. 

* Cañadote Mato Viejo. Corriente de agua situada en el Municipio Calabozo. 

Dentro de la literatura venezolana también podemos encontrar fragmentos 
dedicados al “hato” Don Rómulo Gallegos. máximo creador de la novelística 
del llano venezolano, presenta una descripción del “hato” de Altamira en su 
novela Doña Bárbara, cuando Santos Luzardo llega a su “hato.” 

“Lina casa grande, de bahareque y tejas. reikes Las paredes, despararradas 
las techumbres, de cinco las de los corredores que la rodeaban, con un pa- 
lenque para defenderla del ganado v algunos árboles por detrás, en lo que se i 
denomina el patio, no muy altos, pues el llanero no los consiente cerca de sus 
viviendas por temor al rayo: al fondo, la cocina y unas piezas destinadas a 
almacenar las yucas, los topochos y frijoles que producian los conucos para el 
consumo del personal: a la derecha, el caney sillero y los que servían de 
dormitorios de la peonada, y entre éstos y aquél. la tasajera, donde se secaba 
al aire y al sol, pasto de las moscas, la came salada: a la izquierda, las trojes 
donde se depositaba el maíz en mazorcas, el totumo v el merecure del galli- 
nero, los botalones de tallar sogas, las majadas, medias mejadas y corralejas y 
finalmente, el chiquero de los marranos, eso era el hato de Altamira.” 
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